
Confidential & Proprietary 



Confidential & Proprietary 

University of Vermont: Larner College of Medicine / Brand Platform: Elevating Humankind

Confidential & Proprietary 

→ A M  S U M  Q U I  R A E

T O T A L  O F  2 9 4  R E S E A R C H 
P R O J E C T S  A C T I V E  A T 
T H E  C O L L E G E  I N  2 0 1 5

1 5  D E PA R T M E N T S 
A C R O S S  T H E  C O L L E G E 
O F  M E D I C I N E

There is so much we 
still don’t know when it 
comes to medicine.

THAT—THE UNKNOWN—IS WHAT 
DRIVES US TO BE ON THE FRONT 
LINES OF SOME OF HUMANITY’S 
GREATEST BATTLES.

The scientists and researchers at the UVM 
College of Medicine come to work every day  
to dig in, head first. To unlock the keys to  
cure cancer. To create the vaccine for the next 
deadly outbreak. Or even to fully understand  
the mind-body connection.

These scientists—our scientists—use their 
knowledge to find today’s breakthroughs.  
Then they teach tomorrow’s brightest  
medical minds everything they know.

A C C E S S  T O  $ 8 1 . 1  M I L L I O N 
I N  R E S E A R C H  F U N D S

C O U N T L E S S  L I V E S  S A V E D 
B Y  O U R  D I S C O V E R I E S

O N  H U M A N K I N D ’ S

FRONT 
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P U T T I N G

MEANING
B A C K  I N T O  

Treat every patient  
using the absolute 
best of our knowledge. 

Always employ your  
innate empathy.

Pursue breakthroughs  
 rigorously.

That is what we teach at the  
College of Medicine at the  
University of Vermont. 

Humanity desperately needs  
doctors for these complex times.  
And that informs all of our  
teaching methods and moments.
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Stop looking for the latest
superfood and eat a chili pepper
A hot lesson in nutritional studies.

By KENDRA PIERRE-LOUIS MAY 27, 2017

"Tears in Eyes" is a Sichuan dish of soft rice noodles covered in a spicy sauce made of dried,

fresh, and pickled chili peppers, chili oil, and, of course, the iconic Sichuan peppercorn. It

more than lives up to its name. The dish’s capsaicin content (capsaicin is what gives chilis

their bite) is so intense that as tears stream down your face, you start to believe that you’re

doing irreversible damage to your tongue.
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As U.S. business and government continue
to butt heads over medicinal cannabis,
some educational institutions are turning
to science to help elevate and inform the
conversation.

Helping blaze the trail toward
cannabis' acceptance in academia is none
other than the University of Vermont,
which now offers a range of college-level
coursework and training on the plant
through its Larner College of Medicine (no
doubt home to some other 'berners').
Ranging from online modules to the
traditional classroom setting, courses are
designed to give students and
professionals a thorough, evidence-based
understanding of the scientific 'why'
behind weed--no more, no less.

For the past two years, UVM students have
been especially quick to partake of Pharm
200: "Cannabis Past, Present, and
Future," the nation's first-ever 'higher
learning' course on the science
of medicinal cannabis (so close, UC
Davis). Pharmacology professor and
researcher Karen Lounsbury, Ph.D., who
designed the annual class with co-teacher
Wolfgang Dostmann, Ph.D., explained by
phone that sticking to up-to-date clinical
knowledge was critical to their mission,
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It makes sense that a physician educated by our own college 
would develop a long-standing reputation for giving back. Since 
1822, we have been educating and training researchers, scientists 
and physicians who work to make the world better. It is in that 
spirit that Robert D. Larner, M.D. and his wife, Helen Larner, gave 
us a historic gift. And though Dr. Larner would never ask for 
recognition, we wanted to acknowledge his generous spirit for 
years to come by renaming our college the Robert Larner, M.D., 
College of Medicine at the University of Vermont.

Despite the change to our name, we still uphold every value 
we’ve always been known for: intelligence, empathy and a deep 
desire to help humankind.

We recognize the weight a name holds. We honor the weight of 
yours, and the educational improvements it stands for. And we 
hope you’ll join us in honoring our new one.

THERE’S WEIGHT 
IN A NAME.
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